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(June IS, 1907. XXX) 

1. Method for Fixation of Cellular Elements of Cerebro-spinal Fluid. 

Alzheimer. 

2. Apropos of Death in Katatonic Seizures in Old Dementia Praecox. 

Dreyfus. 

1. A Method for Fixation of Cellular Elements of Cerebro-spinal 
Fluid. —The author offers the following method for fixation of cellular 
elements of cerebro-spinal fluid: In a centrifugal tube with a conical base 
is put 10-15 cm. of 96 per cent, of alcohol and then 5 cm. of cerebro¬ 
spinal fluid-is added. The tube is closed with a plug of cotton. It is 
allowed to be centrifuged for one half or three quarters of an hour. 
Then it will be noticed at the bottom of the tube; a distinct coagulum, 
which is marked in general paralysis, cerebral syphilis and meningitis, but 
which in normal subjects has the thickness of ordinary paper. The alcohol 
is poured off and the coagulum is fixed with absolute alcohol, ether and 
alcohol and ether. The coagulum becomes thick; it is taken out with a 
fine needle and embedded in celloidin and then sections are made. The 
following staining material may be used: Unna’s polychromes, methylene 
blue, Unna’s modification of Pappenheimer’s stain, or methyl alcohol. 
Without encountering special difficulties any of the following agents may 
be substituted for alcohol: sublimate following with triacid stain, Flem¬ 
ming’s solution and Altman’s stain, or Formol-Miiller and Zenker’s fluid, 
Giem’s stain after Stridde. For the last two fixing materials paraffin is 
used. The coagulum is passed through xylol. For alcohol fixation the 
sections are cut from 10 to 15 microns thick, for other fixations 3 to 5 
microns thin. 

This method offers great advantage for the study of different kind of 
cells. Karyokinesis can be observed. Plasma cells can be demonstrated. 
Manifold forms of cells may be met which were heretofore not classified. 
A better understanding of the significance of the free cells of pia mater 
can be gained. 

2. Death in Katatonic Seizures in Old Dementia Pracox.— The author 
does not agree with Tetzner that katatonia with convulsions belongs to 
epilepsy or paresis. He reports a case of dementia praecox, katatonic 
form. The patient was. 31 years of age, the clinical phenomena presented 
the picture of katatonia and physically there were no signs indicating 
organic brain disease. He had an attack of convulsive seizures which 
was soon followed by death. Autopsy revealed no pathological conditions 
of the viscera and the brain showed no paretic process. The cerebro¬ 
spinal fluid was scanty, the ventricles were comparatively contracted and 
relative diminution in volume between the cranial contents and the weight 
of brain was apparent. Normally the difference between cranial contents 
and the weight of brain amounts to 10-15 per cent., whereas in this case 
it was only 1.2 per cent. The cause of death as well as the convulsions 
is attributed to acute swelling of the brain. 

M. J. Karpas (Ward’s Island). 

Revue de Psychiatrie et de Psychologie Experimentale 

(March, 1907) 

1. Surgery Among the Insane. L. Picqtje. 

2. Remissions in Dementia Praecox. Mlle. Pascal. 

3. Epileptic Attacks Following Head Injury. 



PERISCOPE 


543 


1. Surgery Among Insane. —A plea for surgical intervention in suitable 
cases among the insane confined in asylums. Three quarters of the insane 
suffer from surgical troubles and they certainly should never be allowed 
to die without having proper treatment. 

2. Remissions in Dementia Prcecox. (Continued.) 

3. Epilepsy Following Head Injury. —The author says there is a 
marked analogy between the pathology of idiopathic epilepsy and trau¬ 
matic epilepsy. If this is so one ought to encounter more cases of larvated 
epilepsy among the cases of the ordinary convulsive variety. A case is 
reported following a traumatism in which there appeared successively 
convulsive, procursive and psychic epilepsy, all three forms favorably 
influenced by bromide. 

Miscellany 

Study of Aphasia. Besta (Morgagni, 1907, January). 

Besta reports this interesting case of motor aphasia from the psychi¬ 
atric institute in Reggio Emilia. It showed a slight spasmodic paresis 
extending over the entire body musculature, with moderate increase of 
tendon reflexes and no Babinski’s sign, in addition to a subcortical motor 
aphasia without mental involvement. After death a symmetrical lesion 
involving the inner segment of the nucleus lenticularis (globus pallidus) 
of both sides, and a secondary degeneration of the strio-caudate and strio- 
thalamic fibers in the lemniscus was found. The pyramidal tract appeared 
to be not at all involved. Besta concludes that the motor pathway for 
speech is very probably autonomous; that it goes, either with or without 
interruption, through the globus pallidus, above all thereupon through the 
principal lemniscus. 

C. E. Atwood (New York). 

Isolated Paralysis of Serratus Magnus. Henri Claude and Paul 
Descamps (L’Encephale, 1907). 

This is a careful clinical, anatomical and etiological study of the 
case of a cloth-cutter paid by piece-work, who, being short of money, 
over-worked for several days. During this period he had a febrile attack. 
Ensuing upon this, crackings beneath the right shoulder blade occurred, 
followed by pains which soon extended along the distribution of the 
radial nerve. They came on at night and were relieved by movement. 
Suddenly he noticed the lower angle of the scapula project. This alarmed 
him. He consulted, and after a course of sulphur baths the pains dis¬ 
appeared, but the deformity persisted. The authors attribute the palsy 
which is accompanied by R. D. to a degeneration of the long thoracic 
nerve, the origin of which was a rheumatismal affection of the sub¬ 
scapular bursa along which it has an extensive course. They draw atten¬ 
tion to the great diagnostic importance of these sub-scapular rubbings. 

Tom. A. Williams (Washington, D. C.). 



